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Government that if Carson were prosecuted the dock would have
to be enlarged to accommodate the whole Unionist party. In a fare-
well speech in leaving Belfast after the signing of the Covenant,
Carson said : " one thing I feel perfectly confident of is that to-day
we have taken a step which has put our enemies into such a state
of difficulty that they are wondering what on earth they are going
i   "
to do.
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It was a true word, but of what Government in these extraordinary
circumstances would it not have been true ? That Irishmen should
arm and drill and threaten to blow up the whole fabric of the
commonwealth unless they had their way was no new tiling. What
was new was the support of these men and these methods by one of
the two great English parties and that which specially prided itself
on being the guardian of the Constitution. Mr. Gladstone had felt
deeply the denial of Home Rule to Ireland, and had broken out into
vehement remonstrances against the coercion of Nationalists, but it
had never occurred to him to aid and abet any Irish movement to use
force against the Imperial Parliament, and he would undoubtedly have
recoiled in horror from the bare suggestion. Bonar Law and his
Unionist colleagues had no such scruples. They were prepared to
give a backing in North Ireland to the physical force movement which
they had denounced as lawless and rebellious in South Ireland. This
was the new fact which the Government had to digest and
undoubtedly, as Carson said, it placed them in great difficulty.
Incontrollable conscience, passionate conviction, might be pleaded
in justification, but emotions raised to this pitch clearly could not be
reconciled with the peaceful process of give and take, argument and
negotiation by which Parliamentary Government goes forward. It
had been an open secret from the beginning that the door was open
to the exclusion of the six counties, and if this alone had been the
object it would have been an act of supererogation to set armed
forces in motion. It was not the only object. In Carson's view and
that of the Unionist leaders it was just as important to prevent the
rest of Ireland from getting Home. Rule as to save Ulster from having
to submit to it. Ulster was the spear-head of the attack on the whole
421